Calendar of Events

Please read carefully- Dates Have Changed

The MCBA board has planned another exciting
calendar for our club. Regular general meetings will be
held the second Tuesday of even months whenever
possible. After the featured event, we will have a brief
general business meeting. Board meetings will be held
(generally) on the second Tuesday of odd months.
APRIL

April 4 — Noon at Worcester Honey Farm. Packages
arrive from Georgia. Date is Weather dependent.
Special Saturday New Beekeepers Class. New
Beekeepers learn about package installation. For
those who have packages arriving. There will be a
second class demonstration on May 4.

April 14 — 7:00 P.M. General Meeting, Topic: Swarms,
splits, and increases. Location, 4-H Center,
Creamery, PA. Coffee and beverages will be
provided, homemade refreshments are welcome.

MAY
May 5- 7:00 P.M. Executive Board meeting. Location
to be announced.

May 8 or May 9 (Fri/Sat) — Noon at Worcester Honey
Farm. Packages arrive from Georgia. Date is Weather
dependent. Special New Beekeepers Class. New
Beekeepers learn about package installation. (See
add in Marketplace)

JUNE
June 9- 7:00 P.M. Executive Board meeting. Location
to be announced.

JULY DATES OF PICNICS CHANGED
July 18 —11:00 A.M. — 4:00 P.M. MCBA summer
picnic. Location, Fort Washington State Park, Militia
Hill Day Use Area, Ft. Washington, RT 73. Bring a
dish to share and a honey dessert for judging.

July 25 — PSBA summer picnic. Location, Lancaster
Co., Check PSBA website for details.
www.pastatebeekeepers.org

AUGUST
August 3-7 E.A.S. Conference, Ellicottville, NY.

August 11 - 7:00 P.M. Executive Board meeting.
Location to be announced.

SEPTEMBER

September 15-09 7:00 P.M. General Meeting, Topic:
Honey jarring and preparing for honey judding.
Location, 4-H Center, Creamery, PA. Coffee and
beverages will be provided, homemade dessert
refreshments are welcome from all who attend.

OCTOBER
Fall hive equipment sterilization date to be
announced.

October 6- 7:00 P.M. Executive Board meeting.
Location, to be announced.

October 13- 7:00 P.M. General Meeting, Topics: Feral
bee removal and Honey/Wax Judging. Location, 4-H
Center, Creamery, PA. Coffee and beverages will be
provided, homemade dessert refreshments are
welcome from all who attend.

NOVEMBER
November 7 — MCBA Fall Banquet - 5:00 P.M. —
9:00 P.M. Lower Providence Fire Hall.

November 13-14—- PSBA Annual Meeting- Location,
Lewisburg at the Country Cupboard

DECEMBER
No activities are scheduled.
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Beginner Beekeeping Class
The Beginners Beekeeping Class continues a tradition
of hands-on beekeeping at the Montgomery County
(Skippack) 4-H Center Apiary! The course is full for
this bee season!
When: Classes are usually held on the last Tuesday
of each month from February to September.
Classroom activities start at 7:00pm. Hands-on
activities in the apiary start at 6:00pm, but not until the
March class. You must have a veil to join the apiary
portion of the class.
Cost: The course fees are $80.00 per individual or
$110.00 per household for the year. The fee includes
a beekeeping book, 2009 membership in both MCBA
and PSBA, eight (8) classes and one (individual) or
two (household) tickets to the MCBA fall banquet.
There is a membership renewal form below. Forms
are also available on the website.
See below for this season’s schedule. Some dates
have changed.

HIVE REGISTRATION-It's the Law

By PA law, you must register your hives. The cost of
registration is $10, which covers all of your hives and
is good for 2 years. To register online go to
http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/agriculture/cwp/view
.asp?a=3&0=128082

Warm Fun in Winter With “BEE
MQOVIE”

The weather might have been cold, but the spirit was
warm at the First Annual Movie Night and Potluck held
at the 4-H center on February 28. Beekeepers young
and old gathered to watch “Bee Movie” with Jerry
Seinfeld as a teenage bee who likes to wear sneakers
and drive in fun cars. There were prizes for the young
beekeepers identified the most inaccuracies. As
always, the food was fabulous with soups, pasta

dishes, salads galore and a groaning table of desserts.

The movie was hilarious and fun. We can’t wait for
next year’s pick!

MCBA WEBSITE!

Please check our website for news updates and items
of interest. Pass the address to anyone you know that
may be interested. Email addresses have also been
set up so you can easily communicate with the board.
http://montcobeel.farming.officelive.com

Electronic Communications We are trying to
reduce costs by sending out e-mail reminders for
upcoming events. As postal costs rise, we need to find
new ways of keeping you informed. If you haven’t
received a reminder, maybe we don’t have the proper
e-mail address. Send a note to
montcobee@yahoo.com with your name and we will
update our records. If you don’t have e-mail, you will
continue to receive paper mail.

Congratulations to MCBA and to Abby & Carly
Uehling! MCBA was winner of Best in Show Apiary
Display at the Farm Show in January. Thanks to all
who donated items and to those who put up the great
display. Our 4-H youth competitors also won in the
apiary products categories: Abby Uehling won Youth
Best in Show for Extracted Honey. Her sister Carly
won second place in the youth white honey category.
(See their story below in Meet Your Local Beekeeper )

PSBA Info

The PSBA website, www.pastatebeekeepers.orq,
contains articles and announcements of beekeeping
classes and other issues of concern to the
Pennsylvania beekeeping community. To join PSBA,
please contact the MCBA treasurer or emalil
treasurer@pastatebeekeepers.org.

Recipes of the Season

Now that Spring is in the air, here are two recipes for
those spring greens and fruits.

Honey Mustard Vinaigrette
1/2 Cup of Balsamic Vinegar
1/4 Cup of Honey

1/4 Cup of Olive Oil

1 teaspoon Soy Sauce

1 teaspoon Dijon Mustard

Whisk together the vinegar, honey, soy sauce and
mustard until the honey has dissolved. Add the olive
oil slowing while whisking until the dressing is smooth.

Honey Poppy Seed Dressing

1/2 Cup of Honey

1/2 Cup of Vegetable Oil

1/4 Cup of Apple Cider Vinegar

1 Tablespoon Poppy Seeds

1 Tablespoon Sesame Seeds

Y, teaspoon each paprika and Worcestershire

Place all in a jar and shake until blended.



Meet Your Local Beekeeper!

As a feature to our newsletter, we will introduce you to
some of the beekeepers in our club so we can get to
know each other better. If you have suggestions for
the next featured beekeepers or some questions you
would like to ask, contact Judith Finkelstein at:

Thismonth’s“ Meet Your Local
Beekeeper” featuresthe Uehling Family
(Abby, Jenny, Carly and Allison)

What sparked your interest in beekeeping and
when did you start?

Michaeleen Pacholski and Dale Tyczka had a table set
up at the Wild Bird Center in Willow Grove in October
2004. Abby, who was almost 10, signed up to get
information about the 4-H Beekeeping Club. She was
persistent in her desire to join, so we finally let her. We
attended meetings and learned our first year, and then
got two hives in the spring of 2006. We installed two
packages, and one of them swarmed on Memorial Day
weekend. We were very lucky Jim Bobb came to the
rescue with a box to catch the swarm and a queen bee
in his pocket.

How has beekeeping influenced your family?

We have always loved nature, but beekeeping has
made us more aware of the seasons, the temperature
and what nectar/pollen sources are blooming. The
bees were a little all-consuming for a while, and some
family members got a bit jealous of all the attention
they were receiving, but we're past that. The bees are
just regular family members now, vying for time like
everyone else.

What do you like most about beekeeping?

We like the challenge, we like being able to have an
agricultural enterprise in our suburban neighborhood,
and we like meeting all the wonderful beekeepers who
are MCBA members. You'd be hard-pressed to find
people who are more patient and helpful than
beekeepers.

Have you produced any bee products other than
honey?

We have bags of frozen wax cappings, and lots of jars
we plan to fill with hand cream some day, but so far
we’ve only bottled honey. Jesse Howe has offered to
teach the 4-H kids how to make candles, so we look
forward to that.

Montgomery County 4-H Beekeeping Club

MCBA also sponsors a 4-H Beekeeping Club that
meets at the same time as the beginner’s course. All
kids ages 8 to 18 as of January 1, 2009 are eligible to
join. Owning hives is not necessary, there are hives at
the Skippack 4-H Center. The first 4-H Beekeeper's
meeting of the year featured a number of new
members and our very own version of “The
Apprentice.” Working in two groups, some of the more
experienced members led teams in building new
woodenware for the 4-H hives. The leadership styles
varied, but the persistent efforts of both teams led to
an excellent final product. The Donald would have
approved.

At future meetings some of our experienced 4-H kids
will lead activities like cooking with honey, bee
anatomy and flower dissection. Look for our paper
mache varroa mite pifiatas at the summer picnic!

Join us for fun and educational activities. Contact
Michaeleen at FourH@MontCoBeekeepers.org or
610-409-0284 (evenings) if interested in joining the 4-
H Beekeeping Club.
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We are very pleased and excited to announce the new
position of Hive Steward for the 4-H Club bee hives.
We want to thank and give kudos to Harold Jenkins
who has graciously accepted this honorary and crucial
position (with only some prodding). Harold has over 40
years experience with MCBA and he is full of
knowledge. We are sure he will be a great asset in
maintaining the hives. Thanks, Harold!!
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New 4-H Hive Steward

Bring Your Paper Recyclables to 4-H

Please help 4-H to raise funds to keep their programs
going. Bring your paper recyclables to the center when
you come for meetings. You can place them in the
Papertriever in the parking lot. As the end of the tax
year approaches, remember 4-H when you are
thinking about donations. 4-H offers many excellent
youth programs that teach our children about the
environment, animal care, and crafts.
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° In Beautiful Ellicottville,
,‘R New York
0 Holiday Valley Conference
Center
W”ey August 3 -7
2009
Toward Non-Chemical Beekeeping
For More Information...
www. EasternApiculture.org
Short Course and Conference Registration, Master Beekeeper
Exam Information, Travel, Places to Stay, Things To Do
Kim Flottum, President: Kim@BeeCulture.com,

Days, 330.725.6677, ext 3214; anytime, 330.722.2021

Kathy Summers, Vice Chair: Kathy @BeeCulture.com,
Days, 330.725.6677 ext 3215, anytime 330.461.1081

Jim Bobb, Chairman Of The Board
Chairman @easternapiculture.org, 610.584.6778







Southeast Pennsylvania
SPRING PACKAGES
Available for Pickup Friday, May 8 ( Actual date depends on weather.)

We are making a smaller second trip to Georgia to pick up packages for those that missed the early
April run. Order your packages now for pickup Friday, May 8*. At noon on Friday, May 8, see a
demonstration on installing package bees. Conveniently located in the exact center of Montgomery
County near Valley Forge, Norristown, and Lansdale turnpike exits. Package includes 3-pound workers
with Italian queen.

For questions or ordering information, contact Jim Bobb at 610-584-6778 or JimBobb@Verizon.net.

We are new beekeeper friendly. Call or e-mail for advice, help, or a sympathetic ear.

Worcester Honey Farms, 2011 Shearer Road, Lansdale, PA 19446
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Do you want to have more customers and advertise at no additional cost to you? If so, we have an offer you will be
interested in. In an effort to provide a benefit to members the MCBA will connect those of you who sell honey, wax,
and other hive products with the buying public. If you are an MCBA member who is current with your dues you may
submit your name, contact information, listing of products for sale, and up to three locations where your hive products
may be purchased by local customers. Please e-mail that information in to our webmaster at
www.montcobeekeepers.org. If you do not have internet services then send that information via postal mail to Mark
Antunes 932 Callowhill Rd., Perkasie, PA 18944

A list of all those who submit their information and are in good standing with the club will be posted on our MCBA
website. We get requests for local honey from the public. We want to provide an equal opportunity to all of you who
are interested.



2009 Beginners Beekeeping Calendar

Tue, February 24, 2009 6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Hands On: Assembling Equipment
Welcome To Beekeeping

- Equipment Needed

- Ordering Equipment & Packages
- Assembling Equipment

- Hive Locations

Tue, March 24, 2008 6:00 PM
7:00 PM

In the Beeyard: Lighting smokers — bring your smokers
Preparing for Package Arrival
- Equipment Needed (Review)
- Ordering Equipment & Packages (Review)
- Assembling Equipment (Review)
- Hive Locations
- Installing Packages
- When to use smoke

*Sat, April 4, 2009 12:00 PM
PLEASE NOTE: This session will be
repeated on Fri. May 8, or May 9.
Look for the announcement.

Packages arrive from Georgia. Special Saturday class at Worcester Honey Farms,
2011 Shearer Road, Lansdale

Installing Package Bees

Feeding Packages

Lighting Smokers (optional — bring your smoker)

* Subject to change based on weather and bees.

Call 610-584-6778 to confirm actual time & date.

Tue, April 7, Beekeeper
Course Part 2

Beginner Beekeeper Course Part 2, second class of split session - 6:00 P.M. In the
beeyard, Lighting smokers. 7:00 P.M. Classroom - Preparing for package arrival.
(For details see Mar 24 above)

Tue, May 5, 2009 6:00 PM
7:00 PM

In the Beeyard: Feeding Bees — bring veil — no gloves
Bee Equipment
Splitting Bees/ Swarming

*Fri or Sat, April 8 or 9, 2009 12:00
PM

Packages arrive from Georgia. Special Saturday class at Worcester Honey
Farms, 2011 Shearer Road, Lansdale

Installing Package Bees

Feeding Packages

Lighting Smokers (optional — bring your smoker)

* Subject to change based on weather and bees.

Call 610-584-6778 to confirm actual time & date.

Wed, May 26, 2009 6:00 PM
7:00 PM

In the Beeyard: Working Bees — bring veil —no gloves
Summer Management

- Feeding Bees

- Supering/ - Swarming

Note: This is the 1st Wednesday of the month

*MON, June 29, 2009 6:00 PM
7:00 PM

In the Beeyard: Sugar Rolls — bring veil — no gloves
Introduction to Mites
* Note: This is the 4™ Monday of the month.

*MON, July 27, 2009 6:00 PM
7:00 PM

In the Beeyard: Treatments — bring veil — no gloves
Harvesting & Extracting Honey
* Note: This is the 4™ Monday of the month.

Tue, Septemberl, 2009 6:00 PM

In the Beeyard: Removing Honey Supers — bring veil

7:00 PM | Bee Diseases & Treatments
Tue, September 29,2009 6:00PM In the Beeyard: Mouse Guards — bring veil — no gloves
7:00 PM | Fall Management

- Feeding Bees

- Overwintering Bees

- Overwintering Supers
- The Beekeepers Year
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News Release MCBA VOLUME91 ISSUE 2
APRIL 2009

MCBA OFFICERS and Executive Committee Members — 2009

President Mark Antunes Perkasie (215) 257-7121 honeyhillfarm@verizon.net

Vice President Brian Marcy Doylestown (267) 880-0111 brian.marcy @ono-usa.com

Secretary Allison Uehling | Glenside (215) 881-9512 auehling@comcast.net

Treasurer Anne Brennan Jenkintown (215-820-3040) anne.brennan@verizon.net

Exec Comm Mem | Robin Kugler Douglasville (484) 955-9240 rku469@aol.com

Exec Comm Mem | Harold Jenkins | Lansdale (215) 855-5613

Exec Comm Mem | TaraPurcell Doylestown 215 536-7050 purcelltara@hotmail.com

Newsdl etter Editor Judith Erdenheim (267) 235-7513 judifinkl@hotmail.com
Finkelstein

PSBA Rep Harold Jenkins | Lansdale (215) 855-5613

Montgomery County Beekeepers Association
c/o Anne Brennan

145 Cedar St

Jenkintown, PA 19046

Return Service Requested




